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Abstract: Many of the recent applications of F-theory to building explicit models
for 4-dimensional physics have been constructed using neighborhoods of contractible
divisors as the base of the associated elliptic fibration. We will give an introduction to
the mathematics and physics of contractible divisors on the bases of elliptic fibrations,
starting with elliptic threefolds (which have an application to 6-dimesional physics)
and then proceeding to elliptic fourfolds (which have an application to 4-dimensional
physics).

Information about future meetings of this seminar can be found at
http://www.math.ucsb.edu/~malmendier/GTPseminar/


